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gress, been rejected in former Parliaments; the court and
ministry, who will ever be against such a law, having usually
a greater influence in the House of Lords, and so it hap-
pened now. Although that influence were less, I am apt to
think that such a law would be too thorough a reformation
in one point, while we have so many corruptions in the rest;
and perhaps the regulations, already made on that article,
are sufficient, by which several employments incapacitate a
man from being chosen a Member, and all of them bring it
to a new election.1

For my own part, when I consider the temper of particular
persons, and by what maxims they have acted (almost with-
out exception) in their private capacities, I cannot conceive
how such a bill should obtain a majority, unless every man
expected to be one of the fifty, which, I think, was the
limitation intended.

About the same time, likewise, the House of Commons
advanced one considerable step towards securing us against
farther impositions from our allies, resolving that the addi-
tional forces should be continued; but with a condition,
that the Dutch should make good their proportion of three-
fifths to two-fifths, which those confederates had so long,
and in so great degree, neglected. The Duke of Marl-
borough's deduction of two and a half per cent, from the
pay of the foreign troops, was also applied for carrying on
the war.4*

Lastly, within this period is to be included the Act passed
to prevent the disturbing those of the Episcopal Communion
in Scotland3 in the exercise of their religious worship, and in
the use of the liturgy of the Church of England.4 It is
known enough, that the most considerable of the nobility
and gentry there, as well as great numbers of the people,
dread the tyrannical discipline of those synods and presby-

1 P. Fitzgerald adds, " Neither do I believe any man who truly un-
derstands and loves our constitution will imagine that the prerogative
hath not been sufficiently humbled within twenty years past." [W. S. J.j

~ In the "Journals of the House of Commons," vol. xvii., pp. 15-18,
the Report of the Commissioners is printed, in which is included the
Duke's justification of his conduct. See above, p. 85. [N.J

3  P. Fitzgerald says " North Britain."   [W. S. J.j

4  The "Act to prevent," etc. (10 Ann. c. 10) was ordered Januniy
2ist, and received the Royal Assent March 3rd, 171 \,    [W. S. JJ